Failicbab
then a separate river with an estuary of its own not far from
modem Zubair. But after Nearchus, Androsthenes the
Thasian travelled down the western shore and says " that
on the coasting voyage, with the continent on the right,,
one sees next after Teredon the island Icarus, and in it a
temple sacred to Apollo and an oracle of Artemis."^:
Eratosthenes wrote this, and Strabo copied it, but Pliny
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much south of modern Zubair. The port of Ubulla, which was
probably on what is now the Ashar canal in Basra, is mentioned about
a.d. 60 in the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea under the name of Apologos:
Nearchus does not mention it, so that it was probably founded at some
time during the three preceding centuries, between Nearchus and the
Periplus, while Teredon and the old Euphrates estuary were declining
together. Pliny (VI. 32) about the time of the Periplus, already speaks
of " the old mouth of Euphrates which formerly existed." Being so
close together, Teredon would scarcely be very important simultaneously
with Apologos.
It must be borne in mind that the silt of the three great rivers, Euphrates,
Tigris, Karun, has caused a very rapid increase of land at the head of
the Persian Gulf. Pliny, quoting Juba, makes an increase of seventy
miles in four or five decades south of Charax Spasini, now probably
Khurramshah: this is a fantastic report and invalidates all his statements
of distances in these regions (his unreliability is increased by the fact
that he omits all mention of Apologos which we know existed at that
time): but the fact remains that most of the modern shore is very recent,
and that, as late as the tenth century a.d., the open sea came north as
far as Abadan (Muqaddisi, etc). The coast ran certainly north of this
point in the time of Nearchus; and he must, therefore, be taken to
describe Teredon and the Euphrates mouth as west of some paint north of
Abadan; so bringing us somewhere to the vicinity of Zubair.
JStrabo, 16. 3. 2.   Pliny, VI, 32.
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